
 1	

 

  

2021	
Application	
Packet	

	

2021	Clara	Barton	

International	Humanitarian	

Law	Competition	

Hosted	by	the	American	Red	Cross	
International	Humanitarian	Law	 

					 						



 2	

APPLICATION	INSTRUCTIONS 

The	Clara	Barton	Competition	is	open	to	students	currently	pursuing	Juris	Doctor	(J.D.),	Bachelor	of	
Laws	(LL.B.),	or	Master	of	Laws	(LL.M.)	degrees	at	law	schools	in	North,	Central,	and	South	America,	
as	well	 as	 students	 attending	U.S.	military	 academies.	Due	 to	 the	 current	 situation	 regarding	 the	
COVID-19	 pandemic,	 this	 year’s	 competition	 is	 going	 to	 be	 held	 virtually	 utilizing	 Zoom.	 The	
competition	will	take	place	over	two	weekends	and	is	currently	planned	as	the	following:	

• Friday,	March	12	(Mandatory	Orientation)	
• Saturday,	March	13	(Rounds	1-2)	
• Sunday,	March	14	(Rounds	3-4)	
• Saturday,	March	20	(Semifinal	Round)	
• Sunday,	March	21	(Final	Round)	

All	interested	teams	are	required	to	submit	the	following:		

Team	Composition:	Teams	are	composed	of	exactly	three	members.	No	person	who	has	competed	
in	a	previous	year	can	compete	again.1	A	team	may	elect	to	designate	one	alternate	team	member	
who	can	join	the	team	if	a	member	becomes	unavailable	before	the	event.	Teams	should	notify	the	
Competition	 Committee	 of	 any	 changes	 to	 team	 composition	 as	 soon	 as	 possible	 prior	 to	 the	
Competition.	Due	to	the	virtual	nature	of	this	year’s	competition	there	is	no	limit	on	the	number	of	
teams	applying	from	the	same	university.		

Application	 to	 Compete:	 All	teams	must	 submit	 a	 complete	 application	 packet	 prior	 to	 the	
application	deadline	to	be	considered.	The	application	questions	must	be	completed	by	at	least	one	
member	of	the	team	using	this	google	form,	or	on	our	website	under	the	2021	application	form	and	
payment	page.		

Evaluation	 Questions:	 Each	 team	 must	 analyze	 a	 hypothetical	 legal	 scenario	 contained	 in	 the	
background	 documents	 included	 in	 the	 application	 package	 and	 answer	 the	 two	 evaluation	
questions.	The	team’s	answers	should	be	submitted	as	a	separate	document,	with	the	answer	to	each	
question	not	to	exceed	1,000	words,	excluding	citations.	The	answers	should	be	double	spaced,	size	
twelve	(12)	Times	New	Roman	font,	with	one	(1)	inch	margins.	The	answers	should	not	contain	any	
information	identifying	the	team’s	school.	If	endnotes	are	used,	citations	need	not	follow	bluebook	
format,	but	should	allow	the	reader	to	easily	find	the	source	and	the	location	of	the	supporting	law	
within	 the	 source.	 This	 part	 of	 the	 application	 should	 be	 emailed	 to	
clarabartonihlcompetition@gmail.com		

Competition	Fees:	A	$50	non-refundable	application	fee	is	required	for	all	applying	teams.	Due	to	
the	 reduced	 cost	 of	 holding	 the	 competition	 virtually,	 this	 year’s	 competition	will	 not	 include	 an	
additional	participation	fee.		

How	to	pay	competition	Fees:	For	this	year’s	competition	all	fees	are	required	to	be	paid	by	credit	
card,	via	Square.	We	no	longer	accept	checks.	If	this	will	prevent	your	team	from	participating	in	the	
competition,	 please	 email	 us,	 and	we’ll	 find	 a	workable	 solution.	 The	 square	 payment	 is	 on	 our	

 
1	This	does	not	include	individuals	who	were	scheduled	to	participate	in	the	7th	Annual	Clara	Barton	
Competition	scheduled	for	March	2020,	which	was	cancelled	due	to	national	emergency	regarding	COVID-19.	
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website,	under	the	2021	applicant	information	form	and	payment	page.	Please	email	us	if	you	have	
any	issues	with	payment.		

All	application	materials	(including	fees)	must	be	submitted	to	the	Competition	Committee	
through	 the	 website	 and	 at	 clarabartonihlcompetition@gmail.com	 by	 11:59	 PM	 (EST)	 on	
Monday,	November	2,	2020.			

	

Participation	Invitations	will	be	distributed	to	accepted	teams	during	the	first	week	of	December	2020.	

	

By	submitting	this	application	package,	all	applicants	certify	that	the	information	provided	in	this	application	
package	and	any	supporting	documentation	is	complete	and	correct	to	the	best	of	each	applicant’s	knowledge	
and	belief.		Each	applicant	agrees	to	provide	updated	information	if	answers	to	any	of	the	application	questions	

should	change	between	now	and	the	beginning	of	the	Competition. 
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CIA World FactBook  

 
Regional History  
  
The States of Northumbria and Southland are two industrializing nations that share a 

common history. From the period of 1675—1950 both States were part of one large colonial 
possession called Uniteria. However, during the decolonization movement beginning in the 
1950s, Uniterian citizens broke down into two major factions along ethnic and cultural lines. 
Competing ideologies led to increasing tensions, which ultimately turned into a civil war. This 
period of violence lasted from 1952—1964. Forced migration caused by sectarian strife eventually 
led to an inevitable geographic separation of the two ethnic groups. This allowed for the formation 
of two states separated by the Aston mountain range as a natural border.   

 
Tensions remain high between the two states to this day, and the Aston mountain region 

remains disputed territory. The population local to Aston does not belong to either ethnic 
group and has always felt independent of both states.  

 
There is a popular, but passive, independence movement among the mountain region’s 

population. Law enforcement in the area is conducted largely by the Astonian Police force, rather 
than either the Northumbrians or Southlandian national police.    

 
Border incidents are generally dealt with through diplomatic means, but occasionally result 

in brief periods of violence between Northumbria and Southland.   
  
Northumbria  
  

  
  
  
Background: Northumbria is a regional power with ambitions of becoming a global 
player. Northumbria is the northern half of a former colonial territory known as Uniteria. The 1950 
separation of Northumbria and Southland was never satisfactorily resolved, and during its early 
years, Northumbria invested heavily in its armed forces and maintained that a strong military 
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presence would allow the State to retake the Aston Region and become the regional hegemon. 
After several armed conflicts in 1960, 1972, and 2002 over the Aston Region, the borders have 
remained in dispute and tensions are still high. Due to the government’s policy of prioritizing 
military strength, there was a lack of investment in its domestic economy and infrastructure and 
Northumbria quickly fell behind its rival to the south. Beginning in early 2010, the newly elected 
government switched course, and began providing national free education through secondary 
school, large government infrastructure projects, and government backed low interest loans for 
developing domestic business. This has impacted Northumbria’s military. While it is large, it is 
composed of quickly trained conscripts. Due to restricted funding, it is technologically behind 
Southland’s military.  
  

The current president of Northumbria is Robert Bags, a former General in the 
Northumbrian Military Intelligence Branch. Although he is a political moderate, politicians in 
higher office will not advance in government without support of the Northumbrian Armed Forces. 
Therefore, he always includes the Northumbrian Armed Forces in any national decision he makes. 
He campaigned on the continuation of the government backed loans, the expansion of the 
Northumbrian technological manufacturing sector, and securing Northumbrian control over the 
Aston Province. Bags must carefully balance Northumbria’s developing economy and the 
demands of its military.   
  
Geography: Northumbria lies on the northern half of the continent. Its southern border is formed 
by the Aston Mountain Range, with the Shimmering Sea to the east and the Azure Ocean to the 
west.   

Northumbria is a large State that can be divided into three geographic zones. The largest is 
flat fertile plains that make up a majority of the State. To the east there is heavily forested territory 
with mountainous steppes that form the eastern edge of Northumbria. Finally, in the south there is 
high desert scrub land that transitions into the Aston Mountain Range that forms the southern 
border.   

  
Natural Resources: Arable land, hardwood lumber, moderate natural gas reserves, and poor-
quality coal, iron ore, copper, cobalt, and manganese.   
  
Population Center: New North (Capital), 7.7 million people. The government’s focus on 
economic development has led the formerly rural population to begin moving to cities for 
economic opportunity.   
  
Political Structure: Northumbria is nominally a representative democratic republic with a 
bicameral legislative congress, an executive branch led by a president, and a judicial branch. The 
current president is Robert Bags.   
  
Demographics: While there are three ethnicities on the continent, Northumbria is an ethnically 
homogenous State. It is primarily (95%) composed of the Norton people. In the south 
of Northumbria there is a minority (5%) of Astonian people that live on the Northumbrian side of 
the Aston Region. Northumbria recognizes all Astonians as Northumbrian citizens. 
However, Astonians primarily identify through their Astonian background.   
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Northumbria remains primarily rural with 70% of the total population living in agricultural 
communities. However; this is rapidly changing. Backed by low interest government loans and 
new infrastructure, small to medium size businesses are creating significant job opportunities in 
the cities around Northumbria. Many Northumbrians are leaving their agricultural jobs and seeking 
more stable, higher wage positions in urban areas.   

  
Economy: The Northumbrian economy is at a crossroads. Until very recently, Northumbria has 
been primarily an agricultural State bolstered by dairy and lumber exports. Due to the 
government’s education policies of free primary and secondary education, a young, moderately 
educated population stimulates the economy through cheap labor. Additionally, the government’s 
creation of low interest government backed loans has allowed domestic businesses to thrive.   
 

This boom has been particularly pronounced in the tech-manufacturing sector. The 
confluence of cheap skilled labor and financial investments supports a rapid tech industry 
expansion. In addition, domestic supplies of cobalt and manganese mean the manufacturing 
businesses do not have to pay larger fees to import the raw materials necessary to manufacture the 
final products. However, this growth is not entirely stable, and Northumbria’s deposits of easily 
reached ore are rapidly depleting, leading to anticipation of higher production prices. The fear of 
increased costs is leading Northumbria to risk destabilizing the fragile peace with Southland to 
explore the Aston Mountain Range for rare earth metals. Many Northumbrian economists fear if 
the tech sector has sluggish growth, it will have aftershocks throughout the Northumbrian 
economy.   

  
Southland   

  
  

Background: Southland consists of the southern portion of the former colonial territory 
of Uniteria. Large scale violence took place after the separation of Uniteria into Northumbria and 
Southland and the two States have fought three armed conflicts since their separation. The majority 
of the fighting was caused by territorial disputes over the Aston Region. Since the last armed 
conflict ended in 2002, Southland and Northumbria have reached an uneasy stalemate. Southland 
is the strongest economic power on the continent. While its exports used to be primarily in 
manufacturing and aquaculture, years of strong government investment in private business led to 
a revolution in the marketplace in the early 1980s. The Southlandian tech sector is currently the 
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largest in the region, boasting both software development and hardware manufacturing. The tech 
sector continues to grow, though its progress remains fragile and it is vulnerable to shocks in the 
marketplace. Southland has a moderately sized military, but the force is rigorously trained, and 
technologically well-equipped. At the close of the 2002 armed conflict, 
the Southlandian parliament decided to refocus its military spending in favor of a smaller, more 
technologically advanced force. While Southland does face pressure from its aggressive neighbor, 
a rapidly growing economy, a young well-educated population, and its strategic location have all 
contributed to making Southland a growing global power. 
    

The current Prime Minister of Southland is Katie Langford. She won her party’s leadership 
on a platform of free trade and tight border security. Langford has maintained that an aggressive 
policy towards Northumbria will check their interests and preserve the still 
fragile Southlandian economy. Langford must balance the threats of Northumbrian expansion, the 
State’s fragile but quick economic growth, and the ambitions of the Astonians to achieve true 
independence.   
  
Geography: Southland is composed of the southern portion of the continent and is territorially 
smaller than its neighbor to the north. The Aston Mountain range forms its northern border with 
the Shimmering Sea located to the east, and the Azure Ocean forming its western border. 
    

Southland can be broken down into four geographic regions. First is the Aston Region 
composed of the Aston Mountain Range. This geographic zone forms the northern border between 
Southland and Northumbria.  It is an arid alpine environment that is largely impassable by vehicle. 
The only way into the Aston Region is on Highway 1, a joint venture between Northumbria and 
Southland that is the sole connecting road between the two States. The second geographic zone is 
the dense softwood forests in the eastern portion of Southland that grow right up to the base of the 
Aston Mountains. The third geographic region is arable grassland that forms Southland’s main 
peninsula. Finally, the fourth geographic region is the numerous islands that are claimed by 
Southland. These islands have a tropical climate and sustain a small tourist economy.   

  
Natural Resources: Arable land, softwood lumber, large fisheries, rare earth metals, iron ore, 
chromite, natural gas, diamonds.   
  
Population Center: Roseport (Capital City) 9.5 million people. The Southlandian people are 
heavily urbanized, with a majority of the work and development occurring within its cities.   
  
Political structure: Parliamentary republic, with a legislative house of commons led by an 
executive Prime Minister, and judiciary.   
  
Demographics: While there are three ethnicities on the continent, Southland is largely an 
ethnically homogenous State. It is primarily (90%) composed of the Sooter people. In the north of 
Southland there is a minority (10%) of Astonian people that live in the Southlandian portions of 
the Aston Region. While they are nominally Southlandian citizens, they primarily identify by their 
Astonian background.   
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The Southlandian population is highly urbanized, with around 73% of the population living 
in urban centers throughout the country. The remaining 27% live in mid-size communities that are 
focused on fishing. Concerns about increased costs of living and brain drain from rural areas have 
become areas of focus for the Southlandian government.   
  
Economy: The Southlandian economy is highly diversified. It exports softwood lumber, 
aquaculture, and minerals/ore globally. Due to early government investment, a robust 
manufacturing business sector arose, and beginning in the 1980s there was a significant rise in the 
manufacturing sector when the Aston Mountain Range was opened for mineral exploration and 
development.   
  

Southland also benefits from having a highly educated population, with nearly universal 
graduation from secondary school. Close to 65% of the population has some form of postsecondary 
degree or certification. This means Southland has had a steady supply of skilled labor in 
conjunction with a well-trained cadre of white-collar workers. There has been a slowdown in the 
manufacturing sector of late, as labor costs have continued to rise with demands of the educated 
workforce. There have been concerns the manufacturing sector in Southland will dry up 
completely leading to large scale layoffs of mid-tier workers and blue-collar workers. However, 
the technology manufacturing boom has brought some relief. Southland is actively designing and 
building both hardware and software around the country. Some economists are worried Southland 
has overinvested in the technology manufacturing sector.   

  
Aston Region   

  
  
Background: The Astonian people have lived in their namesake region since before the colonial 
period of Uniteria. While they enjoyed some autonomy under the colonial government, the region 
was still considered to be part of the larger colonial territory. During the separation period, 
the Astonians pressed for Uniteria to be divided into three States, but since their population was 
much smaller than the other two ethnicities, and both larger states had economic interests in the 
region, the area remained in dispute. The Aston Region was claimed by both States and remains 
in dispute. Astonians continue to maintain they are neither Northumbrian nor Soutlandian.   
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While talk of independence and autonomy are popular discussions, and widely favored 
among Astonians, there has been no call for open rebellion. In recent months, there have been talks 
amongst the majority party, and the Astonian party in parliament, about the possibility of 
an Astonian Parliament that would control the domestic governing of the Aston Region while 
the Southlandian Parliament handles the national level issues.   

  
Geography: The Aston Region is a mountainous territory that forms the border 
between Northumbria and Southland. To the north is Northumbria and to the south is Southland. 
Northumbrian territory also surrounds the Aston Region to the east and west of the mountain 
ranges.   

The Aston Mountain Range is a series of mountains that stretches from the shores of the 
Shimmering Sea to the shores of the Azure Ocean. Its environment is an arid Alpine with numerous 
low-level shrubs but very few trees. The land is arable, and the Aston people primarily farm 
through using terraced plots of land that are irrigated through snow melt.   

  
Natural Resources: Sand, iron ore, rare earth metals, chromite, limestone, saltpeter.   
  
Population Centers: Waldorf (Provincial Capital), 750,000. Waldorf is the largest and only city 
in the Aston Region, many Astonians remain in the countryside in small to medium sized 
agricultural towns.   
  
Political Structure: Astonian Party in the Southlandian House of Commons.   
  
Demographics: Astonians are the only full-time residents of the Aston Region. While there are 
other ethnicities in the area for work or military purposes, the region is 99% Astonian.   
 

The Astonians are 84% rural, most living on small family farms or goat ranches throughout 
the region. The urban population is exclusively located in Waldorf, which functions as the 
economic and cultural hub for the region. Many Astonians will move to Waldorf to attend the 
university and spend a few years in the city and then return to their home villages later in life. 
The Astonians maintain that they are Astonian and not “Astonian-Southlandian” or “Astonian-
Northumbrian”.   
  
Economy: The primary economic activities in the Aston Region are mining and farming/ranching. 
The Astonian Region produces a majority of the ore and mineral raw materials for 
the Southlandian economy. The Astonians are also noted for their variety of sweet wine and grapes 
which are considered a delicacy throughout the world.    
 

The Astonian population is highly educated, with around 80% of the population achieving 
a secondary school education and 64% receiving some form of post-secondary 
education. However, this high education rate has not led to widespread economic opportunity.  
Due to lack of economic investment in the area, there are few skilled labor or white-collar jobs. 
This has led to large scale protests and general dissatisfaction from Astonian university students.  
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Westovia  
  

  

  
 
Background: Westovia is a small island nation off the shores of Southland 
and Northumbria. Westovia is an often-forgotten nation because of its tendency to isolate itself 
from international politics. It prides itself on its long history of maintaining neutrality during times 
of unrest and places a high importance on maintaining good relations with all.  
   

Westovia’s last armed conflict occurred in the late 1950’s with the nation of 
Genovia, when a large portion of the population of Westovia lost their lives. After that conflict 
they instituted a constitutional law of permanent neutrality. They are presently one of five nations 
that has declared permanent neutrality. Currently, the majority of its interactions with its neighbors 
consists of friendly trade relations.   
  
Geography: Westovia sits on its own island in the Shimmering Sea. The majority of its land 
is mountainous and composed of thick dense forests. The closest nations to it are 
Southland, Northumbria, and the Aston Region. Westovia is a small nation that is composed of 
only one single geographic zone. The major port in Westovia is Port Block Island Sound (PBIS), 
which specializes in great ship building and repair capabilities.  
  
Natural Resources: Fish, wind, geothermal power, eucalyptus, and Monterey pine.  
  
Population Centers: 25% of the population lives in the capital, Ashgabat, with the remainder of 
the population residing predominately on the shores of the small island.  
  
Political Structure: Westovia is a democratic parliamentary government led by Prime Minister 
Josh Harper.  
  
Demographics: Westovia is a mostly homogenous nation with very little immigration. 99% of the 
population consists of Westovians with the remaining 1% being various minorities.  
  
Economy: Westovia is renowned for their shipbuilding. Aside 
from their shipbuilding, the majority of their economic trade is with their neighboring nations.  
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International Treaties and their Signatories  

  
Protection of Victims of Armed Conflicts  

GC I-IV   Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded 
and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field. Geneva, 1949. Convention (II) 
for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and 
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea. Geneva, 1949. 
Convention (III) relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. Geneva 
(1949). Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War. Geneva, 1949.  

AP I   Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, and relating to 
the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts. Geneva, 
1977.  

AP II   Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, and relating to 
the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts. 1977.  

AP III  Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, and relating to 
the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem. Geneva, 2005.  

CRC & Opt. Prot.  Convention on the Rights of the Child. New York, 1989. Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 
involvement of Children in Armed Conflict. New York, 2000.  

  
International Organizations  

UN Charter  Charter of the United Nations, San Francisco, 1945.  
ICC Statute  Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. Rome, 1998.  
  

Rights and Duties on Land and Sea  
Hague Cv. IV  Laws and Customs of War on Land, Den Haag, 1907.  
Hague Cv. V   Respecting the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers and Persons in 

Case of War on Land, Den Haag, 1907.  
Hague Cv. XIII   Concerning the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers in Naval War, Den 

Haag, 1907.  
  

Protection of Cultural Property  
Hague Cv.   Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 

Armed Conflict. Den Haag, 1954.   
Hague Prot.   Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the Protection of Cultural 

Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, Den Haag, 1954.   
Hague Prot.  Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the Protection of 

Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, Den Haag, 1999.  
  

Misc.  
ICCPR   International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. New York, 1966.  
ICESCR   International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, 

1966.  
CAT & Opt. Prot.   Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment, 1984. Optional Protocol to the Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, 2002.  

Treaty Law  Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969.  
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Gen. Conv.  Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide, 1948.  

  
  

Weapons Conventions  
Gas. Prot.   
  

Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or 
Other Gases, and Warfare. Geneva, 1925.  

BWC  
  

Conv. On the Prohibition of the Development, Production and 
Stockpiling of Bacteriological and Toxin Weapons and on their 
Destruction. 1972.  

CCW   
Prot. I   
Prot. II   
Prot. III   
Prot. IV   
Prot. Iia   
Prot. V  
  

Convention on the Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be Excessively 
Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects. Geneva, 1980. Protocol on 
non-detectable Fragments (I). Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions 
on the Use of Mines, Booby-traps and Other Devices (I). Protocol on 
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary Weapons (III). 
Protocol on Blinding Laser Weapons. Protocol on Prohibitions or 
Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices as 
amended on 3 May 1996. Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War. 
2003.  

CWC  Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, 
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction. 
Paris 1993.  

AP Mine  Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and 
Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction. Oslo, 1997.  

Cluster  Convention on Cluster Munitions. 2008.  
UN ATT  Arms Trade Treaty 24 December 2014.  
  

  
 

  Northumbria  Southland  Westovia  
GC I-IV  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
AP I  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
AP II  Signed  Ratified  Ratified  
AP III      Ratified  
CRC    Ratified    
Opt. Prot.    Ratified    
UN Charter  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
ICC Statute  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Hague Cv. IV  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Hague Cv. V  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Hague Cv. XIII  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Hague Cv.  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Hague Prot.    Ratified  Ratified  
Hague Prot.  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
ICCPR  Ratified  Ratified    
ICESCR  Ratified  Ratified    
CAT  Signed  Ratified  Ratified  
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CAT Opt. Prot.    Ratified  Ratified  
Treaty Law  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Gen. Conv.  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Gas. Prot.        
BWC        
CCW  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Prot. I  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Prot. II  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Prot. III  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Prot. IV  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
Prot. IIa    Ratified  Ratified  
Prot. V    Ratified    
CWC  Ratified  Ratified    
AP Mine        
Cluster    Ratified    
UN ATT  Ratified  Ratified  Ratified  
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Question 1  

  
To: Westovian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Law Division, Public International 
Law Team  
Re: Urgent Law of Neutrality Analysis Request  
  

*** Top Secret***  
Greetings,  
  
In the last few days, ships from Southland and Northumbria have requested to dock in our beloved 
Port Block Island Sound (PBIS). Before their entry into PBIS, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(MoFA) had received word of the increase in tensions between Southland and Northumbria in 
regards to the nearby Aston Region.   
 
The hostilities appear to have resulted in a maritime collision between a civilian cruise ship, the 
SS Jubilee and a Southlandian destroyer, the SNS Roseport. Reports are surfacing that the 
SNS Roseport is slowly working its way towards PBIS because it is not able to complete the 
journey home in its current condition, attached is the intelligence briefing further detailing this. 
 
Westovia has traditionally maintained a neutral status with regards to armed conflicts, so the 
MoFA would like to know if the tensions between Northumbria and Southland have reached a 
point where if Westovia is drawn in, our neutral status would be at risk. The MoFA would like to 
issue a statement of neutrality, but only if there is an actual armed conflict underway. She would 
like to know when, legally, the armed conflict began, so that she can backdate Westovia’s 
declaration of neutrality. If the events so far do not amount to armed conflict, she’d like to know 
what to be on the lookout for to determine when hostilities cross that threshold.  
 
The MoFA will be meeting with both the Minister of Defense (MoD) and the Prime Minister at 
the end of the day, and she would like you to prepare a memo answering the following questions:  

  
What triggers the international laws of neutrality? At what point in the tensions would events be 
considered an armed conflict? If no armed conflict exists yet, what should we look for to determine 
when events have crossed that threshold?   
 
As this will be a relatively short meeting, please keep your response brief no more than 1,000 
words (excluding any headings and citations). Remember, clear and concise communication is the 
key.  

  
  
Sincerely,  
Director of International Law Division, Westovian Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
  
______________ 
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TO: Westovian National Security 
Council  

DATE: June 1, 2020 

FROM: GEN. Asa Bridson TIME: 1200 LOCAL   

LOCATION:  Ashgabat, Westovia 

 

RE: INTELLIGENCE BRIEF ON CURRENT EVENTS 

Recently, geological surveys have indicated there may be vast deposits of coltan ore in the Aston 
mountains. Coltan is a metal ore crucial in making the batteries that power portable electronic devices, 
electric cars, and medical equipment. This is motivating both Northumbria and Southland to strengthen 
their claims to the Aston region.   

The Northumbrian Drug Enforcement Office (DEO) has reported an increase in drug activities in 
Northumbria, including drug smuggling across the border. Northumbria has established three checkpoints 
along Highway 1, ostensibly to prevent drug trafficking, but possibly as a pretext to establish influence in 
the area. The stated goal of these checkpoints is to stop every vehicle that comes through to ensure no 
drugs are being smuggled into Northumbria. Additionally, the checkpoints will also serve as twenty-four-
hour lookout points to catch any individuals trying to smuggle drugs in by foot.   

Astonian Police have said the checkpoints are unnecessary as there is no significant drug problem in 
Aston. Southland asserts that these checkpoints are illegal as they extend beyond the border region that 
Southland recognizes and encroach on territory that Southland claims to be theirs.  

To assert the Southlandian policy of condemning the checkpoints, the Southlandian military is conducting 
“Operation Joyride” where they send military convoys to these checkpoints and drive through the 
barriers. They do not stop or allow themselves to be searched. Instead, they maintain speed and barrel 
through. Astonian police have declined to pull any Southlandian troops over for traffic violations and have 
tacitly supported Operation Joyride. So far, no Northumbrians have been injured in these incidents.    

Southland recently acquired Wheeled Expeditionary Navigating Armored Vehicles (or WE-NAVs), which 
have cutting edge technology. These vehicles are windowless and are controlled by GPS and computer 
navigation. If the computer systems in the vehicles become disabled, the vehicles can be controlled by a 
human operator who uses a set of periscopes to see outside. This back-up means of navigation has been 
obsolete for many years, so no one has been trained on it. Mastering this means of driving takes a fair 
amount of training. Southland’s armed forces recently obtained a new fleet of WE-NAVs at a cost of 200 
million USD.  

In response to “Operation Joyride,” Northumbria designed a computer virus, “DestroyRide,” that 
interferes with how the Southlandian navigation systems interpret GPS data, forcing the vehicles to be 
operated by inept drivers, unused to the periscope system. Northumbria believed the virus would impede 
all navigation systems of the Southland vehicles in the Aston region without causing any other harm.     
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The virus was embedded in a scheduled Ministry of Defense software patch that was intended for all 
vehicular GPS systems. The Northumbrians did not anticipate this software patch would also be uploaded 
to and affect Southland naval navigation systems.    

The fact the virus affected the Southland naval navigation systems was discovered only after a Southland 
destroyer, the SNS Roseport, collided with a civilian cruise ship, the SS Jubilee, killing 25 sailors and 
250 civilians. The civilians were largely Southlandian families on vacation. At the time of the crash, tweets 
posted to social media relay the panic of cruise ship passengers as their captain announced to the 
passengers aboard, “Passengers, brace yourself for impact. All crew members to their stations.”  

Shortly after, the port side of the cruise ship was struck by the naval vessel SNS Roseport. The twelve-deck 
SS Jubilee immediately began taking on water as the SNS Roseport rammed full speed into the side of the 
boat, killing many on impact. Other passengers drowned as the ship sank.  Southland’s Director 
of Naval Navigation Systems stated that whoever sent the virus to attack the integrity of the ship’s 
navigational and radar systems would fully be prosecuted by the law.  
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Question 2  

  
To: Westovian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Law Division, Public International 
Law Team  
Re: Urgent Law of Neutrality Analysis Request  
  

*** Top Secret***  
  
Greetings,  
  

The MoFA continues to worry about the situation concerning Southland 
and Northumbria.  Recently Northumbria has accused Westovia of violating neutrality in 
allowing a single Southland ship to remain in port until it was repaired enough to depart 48 hours 
later.  Two Northumbrian ships that later arrived received different treatment. The immediate 
response is that our treatment of these ships was based on the international laws of neutrality.  

 
Maintaining neutrality is important to Westovia, and our nation does not want to jeopardize 

our neutral status. Before the press picks up the story about the recent events in Port Block Island 
Sound, the MoFA wants to know if our nation remained neutral according to the international laws 
of neutrality?  In order to respond to Northumbrian accusations and questions from the press, she 
would like you to conduct your analysis assuming that neutrality has come into question, so put 
aside any conclusions you may have reached in your previous memo. She will be meeting with 
both the MoD and the Prime Minister at the end of the day to discuss our nation’s handling of 
events at Port Block Island Sound and would like you to prepare a memo answering the following 
question:  

  
Has Westovia successfully remained neutral concerning its actions at Port Block Island Sound?  
  

As this will be a relatively short meeting, please keep your response brief no more than 
1,000 words (excluding any headings and citations). Remember, clear and concise communication 
is the key.   
  
Sincerely,  
Director of International Law Division, Westovian Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
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Prime Minister Harper,  
  
Enclosed are the urgent documents that were 
intercepted from Northumbria late last night. We need to follow 
this situation closely and ensure that our neutrality is 
respected.  
  
Dr. Samantha Prince  
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
Westovia  
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

CONFIDENTIAL 
  

Docking Ceres at Port Block Island Sound  
  
Captain Jack Claymore:  
  
Urgent  
Dock Ceres in Port Block Island Sound. Claim the navigation system is 
defective and is in need of repairs as the reason for 
docking. The Roseport is already docked there following the crash. We 
need assurances of Westovian neutrality or support.  The Vulcan is on 
stand-by to dock if necessary.  

  
  

Holden Wells  
Minister of Defense  

Northumbria  
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CONFIDENTIAL  
  

Ceres Departure Port Block Island Sound  
  
Minister of Defense, Holden Wells:  
  
Urgent  
We are being told by Westovian port officials to leave Port Block 
Island Sound as soon as possible. The Roseport still remains in the 
port. Apparently, the ship is still “damaged.” We are monitoring the 
situation but expect to depart the port shortly unless something 
changes.  

  
  

Jack Claymore 
Captain of Ceres  

Northumbria  
 

  
 
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL  
  

Docking Vulcan at Port Block Island Sound  
  
  
Captain Edward Teach:  
  
Urgent  
Dock Vulcan in Port Block Island Sound. The Roseport has been allowed 
to stay over 24 hours while Ceres has been forced to leave. It is 
imperative we confirm the neutrality of Westovia.    

  
Holden Wells  

Minister of Defense  
Northumbria  
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CONFIDENTIAL  
  

Vulcan Departure Port Block Island Sound  
  
Minister of Defense, Holden Wells:  
  
Urgent  
Requesting orders from home. Requesting permission to immediately 
depart Port Block Island Sound. The Roseport has departed and we no 
longer need to stay in port. We will claim our systems began working 
again and no longer need repairs.  
  
  

Edward Teach  
Captain of the Vulcan  

Northumbrian Navy  
 

  
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL  
  

Holding Port Block Island Sound  
  
Minister of Defense, Holden Wells:  
  
Urgent  
We have been forced to hold at Port Block Island Sound. We attempted 
to depart after The Roseport but we were told to wait until tomorrow. 
It is unclear of the reason. We will keep you updated.   

  
Edward Teach  

Captain of the Vulcan  
Northumbrian Navy  
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TO: Port Authority of Westovia   DATE: June 3,		2020   

FROM: Prime Minister 
of Westovia   

TIME: 1900 LOCAL   

LOCATION: Ashgabat, Westovia  
  

  
SECRET – PRIORITY – FOR YOUR EYES ONLY  

  
Attention: The Northumbrian ship, Ceres, is required to leave the port 
as soon as possible. This ship must depart no later than 
2000 local time.   
 
This ship was found to not have any problems with its navigation 
system and is completely seaworthy. The 24 hours in the port has 
expired and this ship must immediately depart.  
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President of Northumbria  @thePresBags • June 3, 2020  

  

Southland’s ship allowed to stay in port but our ship is kicked out after 
24 hours? How is this neutrality?  

  

10.1k         8k            22k           

  

 Captain Jack  @captjack2 • June 3, 2020  

  

Being kicked out of port while the Southland ship stays. So much for 
neutrality.   

  

2.1k         4k            10k           

  

Sarah Jane  @SJ1234 • June 3, 2020  

  

If neutrality is working with everyone fairly, then why are we being kicked 
out of port after 24 hours?  

  

1.1k         2k            2k           

  

  

Lucy Reed  @LReeding • June 3, 2020  

  

Beautiful day in Westovia. Too bad we have to leave so quickly.  
  
3.2k         4k            5k           
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PBIS OFFICIAL LOG BOOK  

  

Docking Log-Block Island Sound, Westovia  

  Country of 
Origin  

Name of 
Ship  

Date and Time 
of Docking  

Reason for 
Docking  

Date and Time 
of Departure  

Repair Log  

1 Borduria Hergé June 1, 2020, 
3:00 

Dropping off 
prisoner  

June 1, 2020, 
18:00 

 

2 Eriska Siècle June 1, 2020, 
12:00 

Delivery June 2, 2020, 
11:00 

 

3  Southland   Roseport  June 2, 2020, 
18:00  

Problems with 
navigation  

June 4, 2020, 
16:00  

Virus infected naval 
navigation system- 
estimated it will take 
48 hrs. to repair  

4  Northumbria  Ceres  June 2, 2020, 
20:00  

Problems with 
navigation  

June 3, 2020, 
20:00  

Repair finished 
within 12 hrs., asked 
to depart  

5  Northumbria  Vulcan  June 4, 2020, 
13:00  

Problems with 
navigation  

June 5, 2020, 
16:00  

Navigation system 
began working, ship 
ordered to stay in port 
until 24 hrs. had 
passed  

6  Eriska  Fife  June 5, 2020, 
14:00 

Shore leave  June 6, 2020, 
12:00 

 

7   Portree  Skye  June 5, 2020, 
17:00 

Fire onboard  June 6, 2020, 
11:00 
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TO: Port Authority of Westovia  DATE: June 4, 2020  

FROM: Legal Counsel of 
the Westovian Government  

TIME: 1600 LOCAL   

LOCATION: Ashgabat, Westovia  
  

  
SECRET – PRIORITY – FOR YOUR EYES ONLY  

  
Attention: Higher Command is requiring that we stop all movement on 
Vulcan, the ship cannot depart any earlier than 16:00 on June 5, 
2020. After that time the ship may depart the port. 
  
Vulcan has been found to have no underlying 
mechanical difficulties by our port mechanics and is fully 
seaworthy.  
 


